
Genocide against indigenous women and girls in Canada

Hundreds of indigenous women are victims of murder and disappearance in Canada. 
According to a report by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) released in 2014, the 
number of victims amounts to about 1,200 people, although for authorities in the sector 
"the tragedy is much greater."

As in several countries, indigenous and other civil society organizations have 
consistently pointed out that there is no reliable source of disaggregated statistics on 
violence against women and girls because police across Canada fail to report or 
record whether victims of violent crime are indigenous .

Indigenous women are at higher risk of physical and sexual assault, even when other 
risk factors are taken into account, and experience more violence from their intimate 
partners. But this was not always the case, before colonization, indigenous women 
enjoyed the highest level of respect as the givers of life and guardians of ancestral 
traditions and practices. Many of the Indian Nations were matriarchal or semi-
matriarchal.

In Canada, patriarchy and male domination were introduced through missionaries 
and later became law through the Indian Act, the Indigenous Law that encompasses 
assimilation policy measures that sought to end cultural, social, economic, and 
political distinction. of indigenous peoples (called aboriginal in Canada) by absorbing 
them into mainstream Canadian life and values.

https://www.onlinedoctranslator.com/en/?utm_source=onlinedoctranslator&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=attribution


In this scenario of discrimination and racism, indigenous girls and women constitute one of the 
most disadvantaged groups in the country. Poverty, marginalization, economic and social 
relegation, among other factors, contribute to their greater vulnerability to acts of violence.

Murdered women in British Columbia

According to official statistics, as of 2014, British Columbia is home to a growing number of 
indigenous peoples (First Nation, Métis, and Inuit) living, studying, and working in urban 
areas.

There is a difference between living inside and outside the indigenous reserve, this causes 
a significant impact on indigenous peoples, since different authorities are responsible for 
providing essential services. For example, the Federal Government is in charge of health 
and social services within the reserve, and the Provincial and Territorial Government is in 
charge of those services outside the reserve. There are also legal exemptions and 
regulations that apply specifically to reserves.

In this context, a fact that drew the attention of indigenous and human rights authorities, 
leading to the drafting of an IACHR report for that purpose, was the number of 
indigenous and dead women in British Columbia. Indigenous women and girls there have 
been killed or disappeared at a rate four times the proportion of indigenous women in 
the Canadian population, which is 4.3%. Those figures were compiled by the non-profit 
organizationNative Women's Association of Canada (NWAC)through an initiative financed 
by the government entityStatus of Women Canadato. The figures in that report indicate 
that as of March 2010 there were 582 cases of indigenous women and girls who had 
disappeared or been murdered over the last 30 years.

This information was presented in the NWAC report entitled "What their Stories 
Tell Us", and it states that of the total of these cases, 20% involve disappeared 
women and girls, 67% involve women or girls who died as a result of homicide or 
neglect, and 4% fall into the category of suspicious deaths. In 9% of cases the 
circumstances of death or disappearance are unknown.

However, that is not the only report, in May 2014, the RCMP issued a report 
documenting that police-reported incident records of homicides and unsolved 
disappearances of indigenous women totaled 1,181, a number higher than the 
figures estimated in the NWAC report.

According to the Government of Canada, this report contains the most comprehensive and 
authoritative analysis of police-reported incidents of missing and murdered indigenous 
women in Canada.



Government measures after the reports

After the report presented by the IACHR and a number of recommendations related 
to the facts, the Canadian State reported on a wide range of initiatives aimed at 
reducing the risks of violence that affect indigenous women and girls. Said measures, 
according to the authorities themselves, are being gradually implemented 
throughout the country by Federal Ministries and public institutions such as: Public 
Safety Canada, Status of Women Canada, the Department of Justice, and Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Development Canada.

In addition, the Canadian State informed the IACHR of an Action Plan to Address Family 
Violence and Violent Crimes against Aboriginal Women and Girls, which was released in 
September 2014. According to its authorities, this plan was based on the work with 
leaders, families and indigenous communities.

In that vein, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, a year after winning the 2015 general 
election, officially launched the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls (INMNIDA) unit.

According to official information, this investigation began in 2016, at a cost of 68 million 
dollars, under the mandate of knowing and deepening the underlying social, economic, 
cultural, institutional and historical causes of violence against indigenous women and 
girls.

Twenty-four hearings were held across Canada, with testimony from almost 1,500 
people, including relatives of missing or murdered women and survivors of 
violence. Dozens of experts were also heard and police and institutional files were 
reviewed.

In 2019, the National Inquiry formally submitted its final report in which they 
concluded that the tragic violence experienced by indigenous women and girls in 
Canada represents agenocide.

The report attributed the violence to racism, colonialism and sexism, along with apathy in Canadian 
society. The report reveals that the rate of murders and disappearances of indigenous women is 12 
times higher than that of any other demographic group in the country.
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